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IS THERE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SINGLE-PARENT AND DUAL-PARENT FAMILIES?
Introduction
A span ago, dual-parent families were the common thing. Often mothers would stay at home and take care of the home and children while the father would go out and work to provide for the family. Parenting duties were taken upon by both parents, which are the father and the mother. However, over the years, times have changed, and today, families are different from what they used to be. Single-parent families have become very common in the present world due to the high rate of family breakups, divorce, teenage or early pregnancy, among many other facts.  The debate on whether or not there is a difference between single-parent families and dual-parent families has gone on for a long time. People give different reasons on why they would support one structure and not the other. This paper will encompass an argument on whether not there is a difference between the two-family structures.
Thesis
There are many differences between single and dual-parent families. Both family structures have numerous advantages and disadvantages. Even though single-parent families have become very common in our world today, the advantages of having a dual-parent family outweigh those of being in a single-parent family. Thus, I would support dual-parent family structure to single-parent family structure. Dual-parenting is better than single parenting.
Presentation of arguments
 First, bringing up children in single-parent families is always very difficult than bringing them up in a dual-parent family setting. It is often challenging for a single parent to exert control over the children. Usually, in dual-parent families, the mother and father often consult each other before making any significant decisions or setting any ground rules for the children. When the decisions and rules are arrived at by both parents, children tend to stick more to them than when only a single parent made them.  Also, children brought up in single-parent family settings often find it hard to foster relationships. Their love is usually one-sided because one parent only, brings them up. These children are usually denied the privilege of receiving love from both parents, and even though the single parent can offer all the love, it can never be the same as that offered by both parents (Mudau et al., pg. 11728-11739.).
In addition, children from single-parent families sometimes suffer from loneliness, leading to the development of different mental health problems like depression (Behere et al., pg. 457-463). Unlike dual-parent families, where both parents struggle to support the children, a single parent is forced to struggle alone to meet the needs of the children. In working to provide for children, a single parent may often lack time to spend with the children. Thus, most of the time, the children are alone, which even affects the relationship between them and the parent. Besides, gender plays a significant role in family settings due to the different roles played by men and women. Having both parents in the house provides this well-rounded atmosphere, and children can learn their different roles through observing what their parents do.
Further, children brought up in single families often shy from interacting with other children from dual-parent families and participating in group activities. This is because they feel bad that they don't have both parents, and sometimes they are bullied by those children who have both parents. Finally, children from single-parent families often experience a great deal of stress since they are forced to mature up at a very young age to support and make work easier for them. They often don't get the privileges experienced by children from dual-parent families, such as going to good schools, getting gifts often, or even going on holiday trips (Murry et al., pg.650-664).
Second, in a single-parent family, the single parent is faced with many challenges trying to run the family alone. Making sound decisions, especially when it comes to the well-being of the children, is often very hard as they have no one to consult. Besides, they experience a lot of financial, psychological, and emotional problems. Carrying the children alone is often very hard for the parent, and it takes away the parent's time and energy. If the parent fails to handle the situation well, he or she may even fall into depression. Consequently, the lack of a spouse's love and support often makes a single parent very lonely and frustrated. In addition, some single parents find it hard to participate in children's life fully and often avoid public meetings due to condemnation from society (Pamba et al., pg 1-13). 
Finally, much research done has shown that single-parent families are a significant cause of juvenile crime. It is argued that since children having sole parents experience a lot of financial insecurity, they often turn to crime to help the parent meet their daily needs. This argument is often actual because providing for a family as a single parent is hard, and thus, the children lack many things, making them turn to crime (Morris et al., pg. 127-138). Additionally, teens that live with two parents are significantly less likely to engage in sexual activity. Two parents are expected to raise and guide children appropriately. Where one parent is reluctant to educate the children, the other one chips in. For example, a father may not be in an excellent position to explain to her daughter about the use of contraceptives. The mother may be in a better place to do so. In case the girl is only raised by the father, there may be no such openness, and the child may end up being pregnant. Again, two parents are more likely to have enough income to meet the needs of the family. The girls may not solicit funds from boys and older men to get some basic requirements, which prevents them from engaging in material sex and thus avoiding teenage pregnancy. This may significantly reduce crime.

Presentation of counterarguments
Even though single-parent families experience many difficulties, dual-parent families also have a lot of cons. First, in dual-parent families where the mother and father argue and all the time, the parents should separate so that the children are brought up in a stable, nurturing home. Children brought up in dual families with no love and peace often experience psychological torture that may cause various mental illnesses (Eliasson &Inger). A peaceful and loving home is more vital for a child's development. If a single parent can only provide such a home, it is advisable to be brought up in a single-parent family. Getting into a marriage that is bound to fail to provide a complete family for the children is not always advisable. Such marriages often end up in separations and divorce, which affect children in the long run. Even though staying in a family without a partner may be stressful for a parent, it is better than staying in a violent and unhappy marriage (Ferrante, Lauren & Lona pg. 2161-2162.).
Second, unlike children brought up in dual-parent family settings, those brought up by single parents are often very independent. Children brought up in dual-parent families get whatever they want from their parents, which may sometimes promote laziness and vision blindness. However, children with single parents observe how strong their parent is and emulate him or her. This makes it easier for them to survive even in adverse situations, even when the parent is not around. Further, they grow up into very hardworking people, unlike those children raised by both parents.  Even though it is true that children raised in a single-parent family may promote crime, this notion is not always accurate since this is a question of what moral values a parent inculcates in a child from a young age (Bloome, Deirdre pg. 541-569). 
Finally, being a single parent does not always mean that one parent is brought up alone. Single parents receive help from friends and family. Often, single parents tend to be better than dual parents as they ensure to commit their whole life and love to the children to compensate for the lack of the other parent's love. Being a single parent also enables one to become more responsible and better decision-makers. Creating a healthy family is not measured based on the number of parents but the quality of parenting. If there are both parents, but the family situation is not healthy, a child should be raised in a single-family (Nieuwenhuis, Rense & Laurie).
Response to counterarguments
Even though single-parent families can be preferred to dual-parent families in some situations, it is better than a family is complete in a circumstance that it can be avoided. A family with both parents is often very vital for the development of the children and the well-being of the parent.  Children often like growing up in families where they can receive love and support from both parents. The love and support offered by friends and family cannot be the same as those offered by a parent. Both parents can always strive to build a healthy home where they can nurture the children correctly. On independence and responsibility, parents can always ensure that they teach such moral values to their children at a young age. Further, to build a good family, it is better if both parents put in efforts. This helps to reduce the pressure on a single parent. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, we can say that even though both family structures have their differences, pros, and cons, a dual family setting offers more advantages to both the children and even the parents. Thus, in a situation where one has to choose, it would be better than a family is built by both parents instead of a single parent.
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